Brookline Preservation Commission
Demolition Application Report

Address 117 Fisher Avenu& 224 Holland Road

Applicant Welltower, INC

Building Type: East Hall, Edwards HalhAthletic Team Room & She(Full)
National Register Listing (if Applicable)Fisher Hill National Register District

Historical/Architectural Significance:17 Fisher Avenue

The property at 117 Fisher Avenue contains four buildingéerred to inthis application by theiNewbury
Cdllege namesEdwards Hall, East Hall, the Athletic Team Room and the East Hall Shed. With the exceptio
of the shed, all predate their acquisition by the College. Edwards Hall was originally bustregeafamily
residenceby 1884 one ofthe earlierresidenceduilt on Fisher Avenue, appearing as an existing home on the
1884 Brookline Hills Subdivision plan by Frederic Law Olmste@te residential neighborhood of Fisheill H

was laid out according toithplan,ane x cel | ent exampl e of Ol mst. dackeb s
Daland the first owner of this home, purchased the land from Mary Fisher in 1884Daland was d@&oston
lawyer andBrookline selectman prominent in civic affairs and welfare warkhie town. Mr. Daland and his
wife Emily owned this homentil at least 1931.The Athletic Team Roonbuilding was also built by Mr.
Daland, appearing on atlases by 1907

From 1948 the property was contegt to institutional use, ownealternatelyby the Sisters of the Holy Cross,
Cardinal Cushing College, Boston University and Newbury College. Over the {eetsHall and Edwards
Hall havebeen altered to suit the purgssof aconvent dormitory, classroom spacesd administrative offices.
Any changes to the exterior of the buildingsare undocumented in the permetord.

The 2 ¥ storghinglestyle Edwards Halkises from astonefoundation to agambrelroof with asphalt shingles
Continuous shingle siding provides an element of unity f@am characterizedoy asymmetry. Multiple
dormers, projecting bays, porticos and overhangs combine with varied fenestration to enhance the irregularit
the design.An off-centered gable intersects the main roof line orfabade while a 2 story gambrel roofed ell
extends from thaorthelevation. This ell features decorative brackets beneath the second story ovenhidueg
facade Round, classical columns support the pedimented portico over the front entr@noge orignal
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windows remain in the home, including the leaded glass sidelights at the entry and one of the three diam
pane leaded windows to the right of the entrance.

The 1 stornyAthletic Team Roonis a smallhipped rootbuilding withasphalt shingles arekposed raftersith
bracketsunder wide eavesThough built as an accessory structure, the clapboard siding with corner board trim
does not reflect the shingle style design elements of the main Atwes@indows are 16 over 2 a@aver?2

wooden sashThe brick chimney on the east elevation is topped with a terracotta chimney pot.

At the Brookline Preservation Commission hearing on Novemb8r 262 0 1 9 , Edwar ddés Ha
Team Room were found significant and given 18 month demolition.stay® remaining buildings on the
parce] East Hall and thedst Hall Shed, were found not significant. On May 6, 2020 Welltower, Inc requested
a lift of stay for the buildings at 117 Fisher Avenue based on submitted plaadafutive reusejocumentatio

and redevelopment.

The proposed development combines the lots at 117 Fisher Avenue and 124 Holland Road to create a si
parcel, referred to as the East Thd&ascParcelis tobedsvdloped o
in accordancavith the Fisher Hill Special Overlay Distrigbningamendmentappearing as Warrant Article 9
which was approved at tldeine2020Town meeting

At the hearing on Mag7", 2020the Commission heatttie first request to lift the stay of demolition on 117 &
124 Holland Road.A subcommittee othree members was appointed to see the project through the remainde
of the design development phas®l assisthe applicantn developing an appropriataitigation package This
package, submitted for this request to lift includes the following itdPasticipation of the sulbenmittee in the

DAT process, restoration and adaptive reuse of the Mitton Haodeiyal photographicdocumentation of the
significantbuildings proposed for demolition and exploration of salvage and reuse of building materials in th
buildings to be demolished.

The subcommittee met jointly with the Design Advisory frehetween July 29and September™ Through
the DAT design review, the following changes were made tpriy@osed design:
1 Entry piazzarevisions refinements to pavement and bollards to enhance pedestrian safety as well as t
lowering of the main drny canopy height.
1 Breezeway modificationsthe drivethrough portal was lowered fromd6 t@® dmrd t he de
simplified, eliminating thedecorativerail at the roof. A reveal was added where theebzeway meets
the Mitton hous@nd the connecting portion was changed from brick to wood.
1 Roofscape desigwas simplifiedby removing eyebrow dormers where not necessay adjusting
dormers and terraces
Main building detailing simplified.
Refined fenestration on East elevation.
Mitton House elevator shaftalternate locations were explored but the original exterior location
ultimately chosen. At Commissioneds request, the applicanemoved spandrel glass the tower
replacingit with louvers and a stomaedallion
Provided enhanced sustainability measures for solar thermal heating of pool and a solar ready roof.
Expandedio retentiorarea & walking paths.
Exterior lighting information provided.
Information on materials reuse for hlings to be demolished.
Improvements to trash pick up
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Restoration and adaptive reuse was a part of the DAT review paxdescribed abowand is included in the

final plan set. The applicant respl@md to Commissioné concern for the slate roof and have committed to
repairing or replacing the slate roofkimd. Trim will also be replaced #kind. The 26 existingvinyl windows

will be replaced with wood sash. Téwstingwood windows will be restored and routed as necessary to enable
them to accept insulated gtaganes in the existing muntins

The applicanthired Robert Brewster Photography to complete documentation of the existing buildings propose
for demolition. The submittalreceivedon June 25, includes the following:

1 2 printed copies: 8 pg site map and photo key showing view locations

1 2 printed copies: spreadsheet listing all views, with descriptions and photographer info

1 2 copies: 2 disk set of digital versions of all views and documents:
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Tiff files of all views

Screenresolution jpeg files of all views

8 pg site map and photo key showing view locations

Spreadshedisting all views, with descriptions and photographer info

2 4x6 archival color prints each of 79 views, each labeled and packed in individual archival
envelopes

On July 9", the subcommittee met with representatives from the Wellttween onsite to tour the buildings
proposed for demolition for theurpose of identifying salvageable building materi@s October 2% the
applicant provided Eetterdetailing their plario salvageand reusapecific materialérom the building
proposed for demolition. he salvageplanis as follows
1 Stone will be removed from the buildingsdastored onsiteOld New England Granite will evaluatieis
separatednaterialandremove stone they feel is viable for reuse.
1 Nor-east Architectural Antiquesssessethe buildings and will remove the following items in
coordination with the project team:
o Edwards Hallstaircase, woogdaneling fireplace mantelsexterior doos, pine flooring and the

rear fire escape

o Carriage House: Round window and cupola
o Athletic Team Room: Chimney topper
1 Jarmak Lumber hasommitted to reclaimingeusableough sawn joists from Edwards Hall
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Aerial view of 117 Fisher Aveud)king east.
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Aerial view of 117 Fisher Avenudooking north.
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Aerial view of117 Fisher Avenudooking south.
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Westfacade ofLl17 Fisher Avenue, Edwards Hall

North elevation, Edwards Hall. South elevation, Edwards Hall.
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